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good population of various frog species.

Several noteworthy animals are present along this stretch of the Neuse River and adjacent
tributaries.  A moderate-sized colony of nesting great blue herons (Ardea herodias) is present
less than a mile upstream of US 1, on a tributary stream.  Smith Creek above Burlington Mills
Road (SR 2045) contains a population of the Special Concern four-toed salamander
(Hemidactylium scutatum).  A noteworthy plant found during the current inventory is kidneyleaf
mud-plantain (Heteranthera reniformis), a small population of which was found in muddy spots
along the greenway trail through the sewerline clearing near Buffaloe Road.

PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT: Many sections of this natural area have been
acquired by the City of Raleigh for the Neuse River Greenway.  In the mid-1990s, the City
acquired Horseshoe Farm, but this site contains no facilities, other than a small parking area. 
Most of the upland hardwood forest stand just south of US 401 is part of a 123-acre tract owned
by Wake County for the proposed Wake Community College campus.  The City of Raleigh has
acquired several other tracts on the west side of the river southward, one of which is currently
being developed as a recreation park.  The City also owns land in the vicinity of Milburnie Dam.  

However, many significant places are unprotected.  The oxbow wetlands, Smith Creek wetlands,
and the heronry site are all in private, unprotected ownership.

The Horseshoe Farm site needs active management.  Microstegium needs to be reduced and
eventually eliminated.  This eradication likely will be impossible, but otherwise notable herbs
will be destroyed by this weed. And, in the long run, as the canopy trees die or are blown down,
there seems to be few replacement trees.  It is important that seedling trees be allowed to
germinate.  Of course, no animals should be allowed to graze in the natural area (probably no
longer a concern anyway).  Any trails at this park should be fairly narrow so as to avoid further
impact to the natural area.  Local environmental groups such as People for Parks or the Wake
Audubon Society may be able to help the city design its facilities and manage these natural
resources.

The proposed Northern Wake Expressway is planned to cross the floodplain about 1/2-mile north
of Buffaloe Road.  No additional sewerlines or other utilities should be constructed.  These
utilities destroy bottomland habitat and introduce exotic plants.  As the Neuse has a narrow
corridor anyway, such sewerline corridors generally destroy the intactness of the forest on that
side of the river.

NATURAL COMMUNITIES:  Piedmont/Mountain Levee Forest, Piedmont/Mountain
Bottomland Forest, Piedmont/Mountain Swamp Forest, Floodplain Pool, Dry-Mesic Oak-
Hickory Forest, Dry Oak-Hickory Forest

RARE PLANTS: Watch List – kidneyleaf mud-plantain (Heteranthera reniformis)

RARE ANIMALS:  four-toed salamander (Hemidactylium scutatum)


